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APR % 6 ?nm 
Technology Center 21 oo 



Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Applicant respectfully requests, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, that the 
reference listed on the attached PTO-1449 form be considered and cited in the examination of 
the above-identified patent application. A copy of this reference is enclosed for the 
convenience of the Examiner. Furthermore, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), no 
representation is made that this reference qualifies as prior art or that this reference is 
material to the patentability of the present application. 

Applicant therefore respectfully submits that the claims of Applicant's above- 
referenced patent application are patentably distinguishable from this reference. 

I hereby certify that the item contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 
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Applicant believes that no fee is due. However, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 02-0384 of 
Baker Botts L.L.P. 



Correspondence Address: 
2001 Ross Avenue, Suite 600 
Dallas, Texas 75201-2980 
Phone: (214) 953-6650 
Fax: (214)661-4650 

Date: April 20, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 



BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 



Attorneys for Applicants 




Harold E. Meier 
Registration No. 22,428 
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Dear Sir: 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY EXPRESS MAIL 

I hereby certify that the attached Information Disclosure Statement (2 pages), PTO 
Form 1449 (1 page), copy of reference cited; this Certificate of Mailing by Express Mail, and 
an acknowledgment postcard are being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
"Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 on this 20th day of 
April, 2001 addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 1 . 




Willie Jiles 

Express Mail Receipt 
No. EL759104512US 
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